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Welcome to our parish!  
Thank you for choosing to worship 
with us on the Lord’s Day. We are 
grateful for your prayers and 
participation!  
 

Please join us for coffee hour after 
the service. Our priest, Father 
Alessandro, would love to greet 
and welcome you.  
 

Holy Eucharist requires full 
communion of faith, so if you are 
not an Orthodox Christian, please 
do not approach the Chalice. If you 
are an Orthodox Christian, please 
note that communion must be 
preceded by fasting, recent 
Confession, and reconciliation with 
all people. 

 

 

 
MAY 18, 2025 

5th SUNDAY OF PASCHA  
Samaritan Woman 

Martyr Theodotus of Ancyra, and 
with him Martyrs Peter, Dionysius, 

Andrew, Paul, Christina, and the 
seven Virgin Martyrs  



Martyr Theodotus of Ancyra, and with him the 7 Virgin Martyrs 
The Holy Martyr Theodotus and the Holy Seven Virgins Tecusa, 
Phaine, Claudia, Matrona, Julia, Alexandra and Euphrasia lived during 
the second half of the third century in the city of Ancyra, Galatia, and 
died as martyrs for Christ at the beginning of the fourth century. 
Saint Theodotus was an innkeeper and was married.  Theoteknos, 
prefect of Ancyra, issued a proclamation informing Christians that 
they were obliged to offer sacrifice to idols, and if they refused, they 
would be tortured and killed. Pagans would deliver Christians over to 
torture, and then divide up their property.  Theodotus was not afraid 
to bury the remains of holy martyrs, either carrying them off secretly 
or ransoming them from the soldiers. When the Christian churches at 
Ancyra were destroyed and closed, the Divine Liturgy was celebrated 
in his inn. Knowing that martyrdom awaited him, Saint Theodotus 
predicted to the priest Phrontonos that soon they would bring him 
the relics of martyrs, at a place chosen by both of them. In surety of 
his words, Saint Theodotus gave the priest his ring.  At this time, 
seven holy virgins died for Christ. The eldest, Saint Tecusa, was the 
aunt of Saint Theodotus. The holy virgins Tecusa, Phaine, Claudia, 
Matrona, Julia, Alexandra and Euphrasia had dedicated themselves to 
God from their youth, living in constant prayer, fasting, temperance 
and good deeds. All of them had attained to an advanced age.  
Brought to trial as Christians, the holy virgins bravely confessed their 
faith in Christ before Theoteknos and were given over to torture, yet 
remained steadfast. The prefect then gave them to shameless youths 
for defilement. The holy virgins prayed intensely, asking help from 
God. Saint Tecusa fell down at the feet of a youth, and pushing back 
her veil she showed him her grey hair. The young men were startled, 
and ran off weeping. The prefect then ordered that the saints take 
part in offering sacrifice to the idols, but again the holy virgins 
refused. For this they were sentenced to death. A heavy stone was 
tied to the legs of each, and all seven of the holy virgins were 
drowned in a lake.  On the following night Saint Tecusa appeared in a 
dream to Saint Theodotus, asking him to take her body and give it 
Christian burial. Saint Theodotus, taking with him his friend 
Polychronius and several other Christians, went to the lake. It was 



dark, and a torch illumined their way. The holy martyr Sosander 
appeared in front of the guard who was posted by the pagans at the 
shore of the lake. The frightened guard ran off in terror.  The 
Christians found the bodies of the holy martyrs and carried them to 
church, where they were buried. Learning that the bodies of the holy 
martyrs had been stolen, the prefect flew into a rage and gave orders 
to arrest all Christians and torture them. Polychronius also was 
seized. Unable to endure the torture, he accused Saint Theodotus of 
stealing the bodies. Saint Theodotus was prepared to die for Christ. 
Speaking with other Christians, he bequeathed his body to the priest 
Phrontonos, to whom he had given his ring.  The account of the life 
and martyrdom of Saint Theodotus and the suffering of the holy 
virgins was compiled by Nilus, a contemporary and companion of 
Saint Theodotus. Nilus lived in the city of Ancyra during the 
persecution of Christians under the emperor Diocletian, and 
witnessed the saint’s death. 
 
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
REQUESTING PRAYERS: Laura, John, Larissa, Bob, David, 
Zondra, Art, Jerry, Davide  
CATECHUMEN: Brooke, Daniel, Robert 
MISSIONARIES: The Brandow family serving in Guatemala 
NEWBORN: Winona Laura 
 

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FR. ALESSANDRO OUT OF TOWN: Please note that Fr. Alessandro will 
be traveling this weekend on behalf of His Beatitude Metropolitan 
Tikhon. You can always reach him via phone or email. Fr. John 
Mikitish will preside at the services in his place. 
 
SERVICES ON MAY 24-25: In light of the participation of many 
parishioners at the annual Memorial Day Pilgrimage at St. Tikhon's 
Monastery--including Fr. Alessandro and his family--and the absence 



of many other parishioners because of other travel, there will be NO 
services at All Saints on May 24-25. 
 
MEN’S BREAKFAST: Men from the parish will get together for 
breakfast on Saturday, May 31, 8:30a at The Executive Diner (1400 
Duke St, Alexandria, VA 22314). 
 
CHURCH SCHOOL & ADULT ED.: Please note that Church School & 
Adult Ed. has resumed and will continue until Pentecost, June 8. 
 
21st ALL-AMERICAN COUNCIL: The 21st All-American Council will 
take place in Phoenix, AZ on July 14-18. As in the past, there will be a 
youth program that week. For more information and to register, 
please visit oca.org/aac. 

 
 
 

UPCOMING SERVICES & EVENTS 
 
May 17, Sat ​ ​ ​  
5:00 PM​ ​ Great Vespers 
 
May 18, Sun​ ​ ​  
8:45 AM​​ ​ Church School & Adult Ed. 
9:30 AM​ ​ Divine Liturgy 
 
May 24 & 25 ​ ​ No services 

 

MINISTRY ROTATIONS 

​ May 18​​ ​ ​ May 25​ ​  

Coffee Hour: ​ ​ Bomadevar​ ​ ​ N/A 

Reader:​​ ​ Mykyta​​ ​ ​ N/A 

Cleaning: ​ ​ Garber​ ​ ​ ​ N/A 

Communion Cloth:​ Garber/Terezi​ ​ ​ N/A 

 

Priest available for Confession after Vespers or by appointment 

http://oca.org/aac

