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Welcome to our parish!  
Thank you for choosing to 
worship with us on the Lord’s 
Day. We are grateful for your 
prayers and participation!  
 

Please join us for coffee hour 
after the service. Our priest, 
Father Alessandro, would love 
to greet and welcome you.  
 

Holy Eucharist requires full 
communion of faith, so if you 
are not an Orthodox Christian, 
please do not approach the 
Chalice. If you are an Orthodox 
Christian, please note that 
communion must be preceded 
by fasting, recent Confession, 
and reconciliation with all 
people. 

 

 
 
SEPTEMBER 14, 2025 

14th Sunday after Pentecost, 
Tone 5 

The Universal Exaltation of 
the Precious and Life-Giving 

Cross 

 



Universal Exaltation of the Precious and Life-Giving Cross 
 

The pagan Roman Emperors tried to obliterate the holy 

places where our Lord Jesus Christ suffered and rose from 

the dead, so that they would be forgotten. Emperor Hadrian 

(117-138) ordered that Golgotha and the Lord's Sepulchre be 

buried, and that a temple in honor of the pagan "goddess" 

Venus and a statue of Jupiter be placed there. 

After Emperor Constantine’s victory over Maxentius in 312 

and his eventual defeat of Licinius in 323, he became the 

sole ruler of the Roman Empire. In 313 he issued the Edict of 

Milan, ending persecutions in the West and legalizing 

Christianity, though Licinius continued his own 

persecutions in the East until his downfall.  

Having seen a vision of the Cross in the heavens with the 

words “By this you shall conquer,” Constantine became a 

devoted supporter of the Christian faith. He sent his mother, 

Saint Helen, to Jerusalem to search for the True Cross. 

There she built numerous churches and, with the guidance 

of Patriarch Makarios, uncovered the Lord’s Tomb, three 

crosses, Pilate’s inscription, and the nails of the Crucifixion. 

A miracle confirmed which cross belonged to Christ when it 

restored life to a dead man, and soon multitudes came to 

venerate it. The Holy Cross was lifted by Patriarch Makarios 

 



for all to see, beginning the annual feast of the Exaltation of 

the Cross. 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

REQUESTING PRAYERS: Charlotte, Jessica, Daniel, Laura, 
Larissa, Bob, David, Zondra, Art, Jerry, Davide  
CATECHUMEN: Brooke 
MISSIONARIES: The Brandow family serving in Guatemala 
ANNIVERSARIES: Anamaria & Matthew 
BIRTHDAYS: Rebecca 
NAME DAYS: Nadia, Sophia, Stephen 
 

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

REQUESTING PRAYERS?: If you need prayers and would 
like yourself or a loved one included in the list, please 
send a short note to orthodoxalexandria2008@gmail.com 
with the name you would like included. 
 
MULTICULTURAL FESTIVAL AT ORTHODOX CHURCH OF 
ST. MATTHEW: On Oct 3 - Oct 5, the Orthodox Church of 
St. Matthew is hosting a multi-cultural festival. The 
agenda includes an icon raffle, this year for the “Kazan 
Icon” written by their resident iconographer Wayne 
Hajos. More information available here. 
 
ORTHODOX 2025 CONNECT CONFERENCE: The 
Orthodox Young Adult Conference will hold its 2025 
meeting in Washington DC on Oct 3-5 at the JW Marriott. 
 

mailto:orthodoxalexandria2008@gmail.com
https://www.stmatthewoca.org/festival


The theme this year will be on “Calling.” The agenda 
includes sighting seeing trips, services and social 
activities, targeting people between 21-39. More 
information available here. 
 
BLOOD DRIVE AT ST. KATHERINE’S: St. Katherine’s Greek 
Orthodox Church in Falls Church will host a blood drive 
with Inova Blood Services at Chelpon Hall at 3149 Glen 
Carlyn Rd. You can make an appointment here.  
 
 

UPCOMING SERVICES & EVENTS 
 

September 13, Sat   
5:00 PM   Great Vespers 
 
September 14, Sun  Exaltation of the Cross  
9:30 AM   Divine Liturgy 
 
September 20, Sat   
5:00 PM   Great Vespers 
 
September 21, Sun    
9:30 AM   Divine Liturgy 

 

MINISTRY ROTATIONS 

 September 14   September 21 

Priest:   Mikitish   Mikitish 

Reader:  Mykyta   Smith 

Communion Cloth: Barr/Class     Mikhalevsky/Garber 

Coffee Hour:   Bomadevar   Regen 

Cleaning:   Mykyta   Barr

 

https://www.connectorthodox.org
https://www.connectorthodox.org
https://www.inovabloodsaves.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/35224

